
The Historic landscaped park created by Prinz Johann Moritz
von Nassau-Siegen (1604Ð1679 )is open to the public free of
charge. Kleve owes its avenues ,gardens ,parks and canals,
which are still structurally recognisable today, to Johann Moritz
who was one of the first members of the nobility to open gar-
dens and parks to ordinary citizens.

Since 2007 the Prince-Moritz-Weg links the Schwanenburg Gar-
dens with the Fuerst Johann Moritz Mausoleum on the Papen-
berg. The Papenberg is linked via the Voltaire-Weg with Schloss
Moyland.
The landscaped park is bordered in the West by the Nassauer
Allee and in the East by the Kalkarer Strasse. Visitors who wan-
der along the idyllic pathways , enjoying the scenery and views,
will find, at key points along the way, notice boards and infor-
mation points which provide interesting background informa-
tion and directional guidance. The park can be explored via
three different walks . 

The short walk: 1 to 6 about 1 hour 
The longer walk: 1 to 15 about 2 hours
The complete walk: 1 to 21 2Ð3 hours 

Walk Guide
1 Ð From the starting point at the Koenigsgarten walk towards
the Schwanenburg, cross the Worcester Bridge and continue to
the left along the riverside path.

Entrance to the Prinz-Moritz-Park
2 Ð In the early 1900Õs the terraces (still recognisable in outline)
on the embankment above the river would have been full of Hotel
Maywald guests enjoying afternoon tea and music as well as
marvelling at the views over the Kermisdahl. The Luisen Bridge
over the ÒEngen HalsÓ was donated by Karla Hartwig (nee von
Rodenberg) in 2006. Do not cross the bridge but continue
straight on along the riverside.
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3 Ð The steplike structure known as the
ÒKaskadenÓ dates from 1930. Its function is to
direct excess surface water in Upper Kleve into
the Kermisdahl.

4 Ð Since 1945 the last section of the Kermis-
dahl, before the Echo Bridge has, due to silting,
turned into a marshy wetland area. As a result
a small nature reserve has developed which provides protection
and refuge for water birds. The pathway continues underneath the
Echo Bridge into the ÒFlakÓ.

Starting point ãEchoÒ Car Park and Picnic Area. 
5 Ð The ÒFlakÓ is, according to the NRW countryside protection
guidelines, a protected wetland nature area between the Kermis-
dahl and the small River Wetering. From here follow the Uedemer

Strasse for about 150 m, then bear left onto the
Prinz-Moritz-Weg towards Wetering.

6 Ð Historical maps confirm that 400 years ago,
this point was seen as the boundary between
Freudenberg and Freudenthal. The small
bridge, the construction of which was facili-
tated in 2007 by an anonymous donor, is built
on the foundations of an old dam. The pathway
which crosses this bridge eventually leads
back to the Schwanenburg.

6a Ð On the right is the historic Verheyenshof which in earlier times
was an Estate Farm as were the Steppen and the Noy-Nosenhof.
Fine views from here of the Schwanenberg and the glacial moraine.

6b Ð Continue straight on via the Birnenallee through the Galleien
back to the starting point in Koenigsgarten.
Keep to the right along the River Wetering through the area of
poplar trees and on into the wood of beech trees (the so called
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ÒUrwŠldchenÓ). Then proceed to the elevated area behind the his-
torical Meyerhof. Here there is a pleasant view of the Schwanen-
burg from the edge of the wood.

7 Ð Mausoleum of Johann Moritz von Nassau-Siegen. From here a
path leads to the viewing point on the Papenberg.

8 Ð Since 2004 panoramic views of Kleve and Elten can again be
enjoyed from this observation point. Three paths led away from this
point in bird foot format. To the East the path leads to the Hauer
Stra§e. 

Starting Point 
Papenberg and the beginning of the Voltaire-Weg.
The central path continues via an alley of trees to the Hotel Berg
und Tal and then  to the Spitzberg. To the west the path goes to
Johann Moritz von Nassau-Siegen Mausoleum.

9 Ð The alleyway formed by the pruned hornbeam trees which takes
us to the Hotel Berg und Tal is more than 100 years old. At the hotel
keep left, cross the road at the traffic lights, enter the woods and
then keep straight on towards the ÒSpitzbergÓ which is a man made
elevated observation point.

10 Ð The avenue to the right leads through the ãAlte ParkÒ and even-
tually, via Freudenberg to the Nassauer Allee. The wood here is
sometimes called the ÒAlter TiergartenÓ as it was here that Johann
Moritz set up a game park which not only served his love of hunting
but also ensured food supplies for his court.

11 Ð Bullet restrainer and collector. The remains of an old nineteenth
century shooting range Ð now an archaeological monument. The
horse trail to the left leads to ÒKuckuckÓ. To the right is the
Freudenberg School. ÒHaus FreudenburgÓ which was a country
house belonging to Johann Moritz originally stood on this site.

12 Ð Keep straight ahead on the pathway which passes the open air
swimming pool . This route is made up in part of remnants of an old
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system of paths through the woods in the form of a star and
leads eventually to the starting point of all these paths in the
Nassauer Allee .

Sternbusch Swimming Pool Ð Car Park
13 Ð The path to the right leads to the car park near the Echo
Bridge in the Flak and to the pedestrian traffic light crossing at
the Uedemer Strasse .Cross the road here and follow the sign
ÒKiek in de PotÓ. A tree cutting opens up impressive views of
Kleve and the Schwanenburg.

14 Ð In the 17th century an avenue ran
through the Sternbusch woods from the
heraldic column on ÒKiek in de PotÓ to the
Cupido in the Nassauer Allee. The pathway
Ð Ò†ber die HšheÓ Ð which leads to the
Nassauer Allee coincides approximately
with the borders of the old Bellevue Park. 

15 Ð Walk along the Nassauer Allee , which
once had a twin row of lime trees on each
side, towards the ÒStiftskircheÓ and the

town centre passing the Cupido obelisk on the way. 

The whole area to the East of the Nassauer Allee as far as the
banks of the Kermisdahl was,in earlier times, part of the
Freudenberg Estate.

16 Ð The splendid view from the observation point Bellevue is,
today ,obstructed by trees. A path winds down from here to the
Kermisdahl and the ÒLuisen BridgeÓ

17 Ð Today the Prinz Moritz Park extends towards the town as far
as the old town wall which dates from the Middle Ages. A small
plaque and a section of the hotel foundations reminds us that
on this site, where the administrative offices of the distict of
Kleve now stand, there once stood the noble Hotel Maywald.
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Luisen Bridge Cupido (Figure: D.v. Levetzow) Poplar Wood
F. J. Rousseau: Kleve Panorama 
(By kind permission of Freunde B.C. Koekkoek-Haus)
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Key

Information Points

1 Koenigsgarten
2 Site of the Court Leisure

Gardens
3 Enger Hals and Luisen

Bridge
4 Kermisdahl
5 The Flak area at the Echo
6 Site of the original Haus

Freudenberg
6a Freudental 
6b Galleien
7 The Prince Johann Moritz

Mausoleum
8 Papenberg
9 Site of the Pheasant Park

and tree avenue
10 Spitzberg
11 Site of the 19th Century

Shooting Range
12 Freudenberg.
13 Sternbusch
14 Observation Point Ð Kiek

in de Pot
15 Cupido (original location

Ð Nassauer Allee )
16 Bellevue House
17 Observation Point Ð Prinz

Moritz Park
18 Site of the Leisure Garden

Ð Sculpture Gallery
19 Site of the Leisure Garden

Ð Sightseeing Terrace
20 Site of the Leisure Garden

Ð Roundel
21 Site of the Leisure Garden

Ð Orangerie
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Behind the offices lies the second part of the Prinz Moritz Park Ð the
ÒLustgartenÓ.

18 Ð The ÒLustgartenÓ ( Leisure Gardens ) extended down to the banks
of the Kermisdahl. Pictures and drawings of the period document the
structure and layout of the gardens as they were in about 1670.

19 Ð From the East side there are fine views in Winter over the low-
land area and back towards Papenberg. From here carry on through
the park towards the town centre.

20 Ð At the end of the park the ãPrinzenhofÒ road branches off the
Nassauer Allee to the right. At this junction there is a memorial
plaque to Johann Moritz von Nassau-Siegen with his portrait. The
ÒPrinzenhofÓ cuts through the site of the old Orangerie.

21 Ð Follow the ÒPrinzenhofÓ towards the ÒSchwanenburgÓ, the
symbol of the town of Kleve.

The Jacob Shell
The well known Jacob Shell sign which marks the route of
The PilgrimÕs Way to Santiago de Compostela in Spain and
the European route sign Ð E 8, are both evident within the

park and verify the international significance of these cultural and
historical routes.

Within the boundaries of the park there are several cafes and
restaurants in which the tired walker can rest for a while.
The country park is situated within the boundaries of the town of
Kleve and the local authority of Bedburg- Hau.

Initiators
The objectives of the Kermisdahl-Wetering working group are to
work , together with local authorities, district organisations and
residents with special expertise : 
Ñ To preserve the remaining remnants and traces of the Johann

Moritz Park such as the landscaped tree cuttings, the elevated
man made observation points, the walkways and waterways.

Ñ To ensure that this entire cultural landscape remains open and
accessible to the public for both recreation and relaxation.
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A project of ãKermisdahl-Wetering Working GroupÒ 
within the Kleve Historical and Cultural Society.
www.kermisdahl-wetering.eu
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